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In cute curandé plus aquo operata. Hor. 


Have fomewhere feen a print, reprefenting 

ye 2 man and a woman of every nation in the 

sage world, dreft according to the mode of their 

r&: refpective countries. I could not help re- 

flecting at the time, that the fafhions, which 

prevail in England in the {pace of a century, would enable 

any of our painters to fill a picture with as great a variety 

of habits; and that an Engl/bman or Englifhwoman, in one 

part of the piece, would be no more like an Engli/bman or 

Englifb>woman in the other, than a Frenchman refembles a 

Chinefe. Very extraordinary revolutions have already hap- 

pened in the habits of this kingdom; and as drefs is fub- 

jet to unaccountable changes, pofterity may perhaps fee 

without furprife our ladies ftrut about in breeches, while 
our men waddle in hoop-petticoats. 
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In the days of queen Elizabeth, it was the fathion for 
the ladies to conceal and wrap up as much of their bodies 
as they could: Their necks were encompafied with abroad 
ruff, which likewife fpread itfelf over their bofoms; and 
their fleeves were continued down and faftened clofe to their 
writts, while only their feet were allowed juft to peep from 
beneath the modeft fardingale; fo that nothing was expofed 
to the impertinent eye of man but their faces. Our modern 
ladies have ran into the contrary extreme, and appear like 
fo many rope-dancers: They have difcarded as much of their 
cloaths as with any tolerable decency can be thrown off, and 
may be faid (like the Judian) to be all face: the neck and 
bofom are laid bare, and difentangled from the invidious vail 
of an handkerchief; the ftays are funk half way down the 
waift, and the petticoat has rifen in the fame proportion from 
the ancle, Noris the lover only captivated by the naked charms, 
which meet his fight before ; but our ladies, like the Par- 
thians, have alfo learned the art of wounding from behind, 
and attract our attention no lefs by laying their fhoulders open 
to the view, which (as a young phyfician of my acquaint- 
ance once obferved) makes them look, as if they prepared to 
receive a blifter. A Naked Lady is no longer the admiration 
only of a mafquerade: every public aflembly will furnith us 
with Jpbigenias undreft for the facrifice ; and if the next 
fummer fhould happen to be an hot one, our ladies will per- 


haps improve on the thin vefture of the Spartan virgins, and 


appear abroad in nothing but a lawn fhade and gaufe. petti- 
coat. If the men fhould take the hint from the other fex, 
and begin to {trip in their tarn, I tremble to thinkywhat may 
be the confequence: for, if they go on in proportion with 
the women, we may foon expect to fee our fine gentlemen, 


like the Highlanders, without breeches, 
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Ir would be endlefs to trace the ftrange revolutions, that 
have happened in every part of the female drefs within thefe 
few years. The hoop has been known to expand and 
contraét itfelf from the fize of a butter-churn to the cir- 
cumference of three hogfheads: at one time it was floped 
from the waift in a pyramidical form: at another it was 
bent upwards like an inverted bow, by which the two angles, 
when fqueezed up on each fide, came in contact with the 
ears. At prefent it is nearly of an oval form, and {carce 
meafures from end to end above twice the length of the 
wearer. ‘The hoop has at prefent loft much of it’s credit in 
the female world, and has fuffered much from the innova- 
tion of fhort facks and negligees ; which, it muft be con- _ 
feffed, are equally becoming to the lady of pleafure and the 
lady of quality: for as the men will agree, that next to no 
cloaths at all nothing is more ravifhing than an eafy ditha- 
bille, our ladies for that reafon perhaps come into public 
places, as if they were juft got out of bed, or as if they 
were ready to gointo it. This, while it isthe fathion, muft 
be agreeable ; but I muft own, that I could fooner approve 
of their encircling themfelves in fo many ells of whalebone, 
than to fee them affect to appear with their cloaths huddled 
on fo loofely and indecently. ‘This manner of dreffing, or 
rather not dreffing, was brought from Paris: but I would 
have my fair readers confider, that as this loofe method of 
drefs is calculated to hide any defects in the body, it is very 


impolitic to fuffer all that fymmetry and elegant turn of fhape 
they are miftreffes of, to be fmothered under it ; fince thefe 
habits can be of no more fervice to their perfons, than paint 
(that other Paris commodity) can add to the natural red and 
white of their complexion, though perhaps it may heighten 
the fallow vifages of the French. 
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But of all the branches of female drefs no one has un- 
dergone more alterations than that of the head. The long 
lappets, the horfe-fhoe'cap, the Brufels head; and the pru- 
dith mob:pinned under the chin, have all of them had their 
day. The -prefent mode‘has rooted out all thefe fuperfluous 
excrefcences, and in the room of a flip of cambrick or lace 
has planted a whimfical fprig of fpangles or artificial flow- 
rets. We may remember, when for a while the hair was 
tortured intoringlets behind: at prefent it is braided into a 
gueiie (like thofe formerly worn by the men, and ftill re- 
taining the original name of Ramillies,) which, if it were 
not reverted upwards, would make us imagine that our fine 
ladies were afflicted with the Plica Polonica. 


Ir the caps have pafied through many matamorphofes, 
no lefs a change has been brought about in the other cover- 
ings contrived for the head. The diminitive high-crowned 
hat, the bonnet, the hive, and the milkmaid’s chip hat, 
were refcued for a time from old women and fervant girls, 
to adorn heads of the firft fafhion: nor was. the method of 
cocking hats lefs fluctuating, till they were at length fettled 
to the prefent mode; by which it is ordered that every hat, 
whether of ftraw or filk, whether of the chambermaid or 
the miftrefs, muft have their flaps turned up perpendicu- 
larly both before and behind. If the end of a fine lady’s 
drefs was not rather ornamental than ufeful, we fhould 
think it a little odd, that hats, which feem naturally intended 
to {creen their faces from the heat or feverity of the weather, 
fhould be moulded into a fhape, that prevents their anfwer- 
ing cither of thefe purpofes: but we muft, indeed, allow it 
to be highly ornamental, as the prefent hats worn by the 
women are more bold and impudent than the broad- 
brimmed ftaring Kavenbullers worn a few years ago by 
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the men. Thefe hats are alfo decorated with two waving 
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pendants of ribband, hanging down from the brim on the 
left fide. Iam not fo much offended at the flaming air, 
which thefe ftreamers carry with them, as I am afraid left 
it fhould fpoil the eyes of my pretty countrywomen, which 
are conftantly provoked to caft a glance at them; and I have 
myfelf often obferved an obliging ogle or ravifhing leer inter- 
cepted by thefe mediums, fo that when a lady has intended to 
charm her lover, fhe has fhocked him with an hideous fquint. 


Tue ladies have long been feverely rallied on their too 
great attention to finery: but, to own the truth, drefs feems 
at prefent to be as much the ftudy of the male part of the 
world as the female. We have gentlemen, who “ will lay a 
“ whole night (as Benedick fays) carving the fafhion of a new 
* doublet :’’ They have their toilettes too as well as the ladies, 
fet out with wafhes, perfumes and cofmetics, and will fpend 
the whole morning in drefiing their hair, fcenting their lin- 
nen, and arching their eye-brows. Their heads (as well as 
the ladies) have undergone various mutations, and have worn 
as many different kinds of wigs, as the block at their barber’s. 
About fifty years ago they buried their heads in a buth of 
hair; and the beaux (as Swift fays) lay hid beneath the pent- 
houfe of a full-bottomed perriwig. But as they then fhewed 
nothing but the nofe, mouth and eyes, the fine gentlemen of 
our time not only oblige us with their full faces, but have 


drawn back their fide curls quite to the tip of the ear. 


As France appears to be the wardrobe of the world, I 
fhall conclude my paper with a piece of fecret hiftory, which 
gives us fome infight into the origin of deriving all our 
fafhions from thence.—The celebratedQLord Foppington, a- 
mong his other amours, had once an intrigae with a milliner 
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of Covent-Garden, who-after fome time brought a lovely 
girl into the world, and called her after his lordthip’s fir- 
name, Fasuion. The milliner brought up the child in her 
own houfe till the age of fifteen, at which time fhe grew 
very prefling with Lord Foppington to make fome provifion 
for his daughter. My lord, who was never much pleafed 
with this confequence of his amours, that he might be rid 
of the girl for ever, put her into the hands of a friend, who 
was going abroad, to place her in a nunnery: but the girl, 
who had very little of the vefta! in her difpofition, contrived 
to efcape from her conductor, and fly to Paris. There her 
beauty and fprightlinefs foon fecured her many friends; and 
fhe opened a genteel fhop in her mother’s bufinefs, She 
foon made herfelf remarkable for contriving the moft elegant 
head-dreffes, and cutting out ruffles with the moft ravifhing 
flope: her fancy was befides fo inexhauftible, that the al- 
oft every day produced a great variety of new and beautiful 
patterns. She had many adorers, and at laft married his 
Moft Chriftian Majefty’s taylor. This alliance brought the 
drefs of all Paris under their jurifdiction: and the young 
lady, out of a natural love for her native country, propofed 
the extending their care to the fine gentlemen and ladies of 
Londen. In perfuance of this, Monfieur her hufband, two or 
three times in the year, fends over a fuit of cloaths entirely 
a la Paris asa pattern to Mefieurs Regnier and Lynch of Lei- 
cefler Fields and Pall Mall, while his wife fends over a little 


wooden Mademeifelle to her relations in Tavifock Street. 
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